UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT
EASTERN DISTRICT OF WASHINGTON

In re:

GENERAL ORDER
AMENDMENTS TO LOCAL
BANKRUPTCY RULES 1015-1, 2002-1, No. 10-02

5001-2, 5005-1, 9004-1, 9073-1, AND
ADOPTION OF NEW RULE 5005-3

N N’ N N Nt e e’

Pursuant to the General Order of the United States District Court for the Eastern District of
Washington dated March 6, 1996, FRBP 8018 and 9029, FRCP 83, and 28 U.S.C. §2071, the
following local rules are amended and/or adopted as set out in the attachments hereto:

1. LBR 1015-1 — Joint Administration/Consolidation

2. LBR 2002-1 — Notice to Creditors & Other Interested Parties
3. LBR 5001-2 — Clerk’s Office

4. LBR 5005-1 - Filing Requirements

5. LBR 5005-3 — Electronic Filing

6. LBR 9004-1 — Documents - Requirements of Form

7. LBR 9073-1 — Hearings

The amendments to the aforementioned local bankruptcy rules and adoption of new rule 5005-3
shall be effective August 1, 2010, and shall govern all pending matters, except to the extent, in
the opinion of the Court, application of the change would not be feasible or would work an
injustice, in which event, the procedure set forth in the former shall apply.

DATED: € Jeetr <7 WM ;Z )/QL

Frank L. Kurtz”~
Chief Bankruptcy Judge

/@zﬁz//m‘ .

Patrlcla C. Willia

/ k John A. Rossmélssl
Bankruptcy Judge



Rule 1015-1

Joint Administration/Consolidation

(@) Joint Cases

The estates of debtor spouses filing a joint petition shall be jointly administered unless, at or
before the Meeting of Creditors, the trustee, or other party in interest objects.

(b) Non-Joint Related Cases

1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

A motion for an order that two or more cases be jointly administered or consolidated
shall be on twenty-one (21) days notice and hearing to the case trustee, Debtor in
Possession, United States trustee and any entity that filed a request to receive notices.

The motion shall include an affidavit or unsworn statement under penalty of perjury
supporting the motion and describing the effect the granting of the motion will have on
any of the cases to be jointly administered or consolidated.

The motion shall include a statement as to which case is to be designated as the lead
case. Except for proofs of claim, transfers of claims, objections to proofs of claim
and responses, all documents filed in a jointly administered or consolidated case shall
be filed in the lead case, however, reference in the caption shall be made to the
non-lead case or cases. Proofs of Claim, transfer of claims, objections to proofs of
claim and responses are to be filed in the case in which the claim arose.

The moving party shall provide notice in the manner required by FRBP 2002 of an
order of joint administration or consolidation to the Master Mailing List (MML)
promptly upon its entry. The notice shall include the requirements set out in
sub-paragraph (b)(3) above.

LBR 1015-1
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Related Provisions

FRBP 1015 Consolidation or Joint Administration of Cases Pending in Same Court
FRBP 3001 Proof of Claim

LBR 1017-1 Conversion or Dismissal of Joint Cases

LBR 1017-2 Conversion of Chapter 11 Case to Chapter 12 or Chapter 13 Case

LBR 1017-3 Conversion or Dismissal of Chapter 11 Cases

LBR 1017-4 Dividing of Joint Cases

LBR 2002-1(d)(2) Notice in non-Lead Consolidated or Joint Administration Case

11 USC 302 Joint Cases

11 USC 522 Exemptions

LBR 1015-1
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Rule 2002-1
Notice to Creditors & Other Interested Parties
(@) Notice

(D) Unless otherwise provided in the Bankruptcy Code, the Federal Rules of Bankruptcy
Procedure, or these rules, whenever the Code or Rules authorizes any act, or
authorizes the Court to enter an order, "after notice and hearing" or a similar phrase,
the party giving the notice shall clearly state in the notice:

(A)  The purpose of the notice;

(B) What a party receiving the notice must do in order to object to the action
contemplated by the notice and the time within which an objecting party must
act; and

(C)  That the act may be performed or the Court may enter an order without an
actua hearing or further notice unless a written objection is timely served and
filed.

(2 A notice may be included with amotion in which case the pleading shall be captioned
as amotion and notice.

(b)  Service of Notice
D To Whom Given

(A)  "Notice,” asused in thisrule shall mean notice to all creditors, equity security
holders, indenture trustees, the debtor, the chairperson of any committee
appointed in the case, the United States trustee, and any other parties in
interest.

(B) Lessinclusive notice may be given if not prohibited by the Code or Rules and
specifically allowed by the Court or local rules. Notice is appropriate if it
reaches all those with a potential good faith objection to the proposed order or
action.

2 By Whom Given

Any party seeking an order or other authority based on notice and hearing shall be
responsible to give such notice asis required.

LBR 2002-1
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(©)) How Given

All notices shall be by first-class mail, unlessthe recipient isaregistered participant in
the CM/ECF system in the case in which the pleading or other paper isbeing filed. If
the recipient is a registered participant, the Notice of Electronic Filing (NEF) is
deemed the equivalent of service of the pleading or other paper by first-class mail.

(4)  Certification of Giving Notice

(A) Assoon as practicable, a party giving notice pursuant to this rule shall forthwith
file as a separate document, an affidavit of mailing or unsworn declaration under
penalty of perjury, which shall include alist of the names and addresses to whom
notice was sent. If the notice was given to a Master Mailing List (MML) or
Limited Mailing List (LML), the affidavit or declaration shall also state the date
on which it was retrieved from the database of the court.

(B) No separate Certificate of Service of the notice and other filings to be
considered by the court need be filed if all of the entities entitled to notice are
registered participants in the CM/ECF system in the case; provided that the
filer designates on the document that all entities entitled to notice of the notice
and other filings are registered participantsin the CM/ECF system in the case.

(c) Time Allowed for Objections

(D) The moving party shall provide at |east twenty-one (21) days, plusthree (3) additional
days if required by FRBP 9006(f), for objections prior to presentation of an order or
the taking of an action, unless a different timeis prescribed.

2 A motion for an order reducing the time for making objections to a proposed action
may be made and granted after notice and hearing for cause shown. Notice of such a
motion shall clearly state the reasons supporting the necessity for areduction of time
and that objections may be made to the requested reduction. The objections will be
considered by the court at the time of hearing on the motion for the principal relief
requested. A motion for an order as to the principal relief requested and for the
reduction in time may be combined provided both motions are clearly captioned and
the requests separated in the body of the combined pleading.

(d) Mailing Lists
D The addressees of notices shall be in accordance with FRBP 2002(g). Notice
required to be given to all creditors is presumed to be appropriate if provided to all
entities on an MML or LML retrieved from the database of the court within five (5)
days of the notice, and as required by FRBP 2002 and 9036.
(A) Master Mailing List (MML)

LBR 2002-1
MAY-10,2010 AUGUST 1, 2010



A Master Mailing List ismaintained by the office of the Clerk for each pending
case. This list is updated in accordance with FRBP 2002(g). The Master
Mailing List is produced and maintained using the matrix provided by the
debtor pursuant to LBR 1007-2, requests from governmental agencies, written
requests by entities who wish to be added, deleted or have their addresses
changed, and proofs of claim.

(B)  Limited Mailing List (LML)

A Limited Mailing List is maintained by the office of the Clerk and isbased on
an order of the Court. A party desiring that a Limited Mailing List be
established in a case shall do so by notice and hearing. The proposed order
establishing a Limited Mailing List shall contain a list of each entity to be
listed on the Limited Mailing List, with directions, if appropriate, asto classes
or types of entities to be added. The order shall aso state the scope and
duration of the order. Once established, the Limited Mailing List will be
maintained by the Clerk in the manner provided in subparagraph (A) above.

(C)  Changesto Mailing Lists

Withdrawal by an attorney from a case is not sufficient for removal of such
attorney's name from the Master Mailing List or the Limited Mailing List,
however, aformal notice of appearance in a case by an attorney is sufficient to
add such attorney to the Master Mailing List or the Limited Mailing List. A
written request to receive all notices will be sufficient to add such requesting
party to both the Master Mailing List and the Limited Mailing List.

2 Notice in non-lead Consolidated or Joint Administration Cases

In order to be presumed appropriate, notice given to the MML or LML of anon-lead
case that was consolidated or where joint administration was ordered shall include, in
addition to the names contained on the MML or LML of the non-lead case, al entities
that filed arequest for noticein the lead case after the cases were consolidated or joint
administration ordered.

3 A party ininterest who wishes to receive al notices, in addition to notices required to
be sent tothe MML or LML, shall give noticeto the MML or LML as appropriate, and
file acertificate of mailing as required by sub-section (b)(4) above.

(e) Signing of Orders Where No Objection is Pending
Q) If no objection is made as provided in paragraph (f) of thisRule or if withdrawal of an

objection is filed or the objecting party has endorsed the related order, an actual
hearing is not required for any "notice and hearing" matter.

LBR 2002-1
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2 The submission of ex parte orders shall be as prescribed in LBR 9013-1.
() Objection

Q) A party objecting to an act or the entry of an order contemplated by a notice shall file
with the Clerk and serve on the moving party a written objection within the time set
forthin the notice. The objection shall state briefly the grounds therefore.

(2 If an objection states no grounds, the Court may strike the objection on ex parte motion
of the moving party. The moving party, however, may make such ex parte motion to
strike only after the objecting party fails within seven (7) days to respond to a request
by the moving party for a brief statement of the grounds for the objection.

3 If an objection isfiled, the moving party shall promptly request a hearing date from
the Clerk.

(9) Closing Case Where no Action Taken after Notice or Objection
Issues raised by notice and hearing will be deemed moot for purposes of case closing thirty
(30) days following the time to object to an act or entry of an order or from the filing of an
objection unless:
Q) An order has been presented ex parte if no objection has been filed;

(2 A hearing has been requested if an objection has been filed; or

©)] A motion and an affidavit or statement under penalty of perjury have been filed
requesting that the case remain open.

LBR 2002-1
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Related Provisions

FRBP 2002

FRBP 9006

FRBP 9007

FRBP 9014

FRCP 5(b)(2)(E) & (b)(3)
LBR 9013-1

11 USC 102(1)
11 USC 350

LBR 2002-1

Notices to Creditors, Equity Security Holders, Administrators in Foreign
Proceedings, Persons Against Whom Provisional Relief is Sought in
Ancillary and Other Cross-Border Cases, United States, and United States
Trustee

Computing and Extending Time

General Authority to Regulate Notices

Contested Matters

Serving and Filing Pleadings and Other Papers
Motions and Orders

Rules of Construction
Closing and Reopening Cases

MAY-10,2010 AUGUST 1, 2010



Rule 5001-2
Clerk’s Office
@ Accessibility

The court’ s website at www.waeb.uscourts.gov is accessible for filing, submission of
proposed orders, requesting hearings and general information on all days and at al hours.

(b) OfficeHours

Business may be conducted in person at the Clerk’ s Office from 8:30 am. to 4:30 p.m. all
days except Saturdays, Sundays and legal holidays as described in FRBP 9006(a).
Arrangements to conduct business in person including emergency filings, outside of these
business hours, must be made in advance.

Related provisions

FRBP 5001 Courts and Clerks Offices
FRBP 5005 Filing and Transmittal of Papers
FRBP 9006 Computing and Extending Time
LBR 5005-3 Electronic Filing

LBR 5001-2
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Rule 5005-1
Filing Requirements
@ Methods of Filing
Q) in person by delivery to the Office of the Clerk at either West 904 Riverside
Avenue, Room 304, Spokane, Washington, or East 402 Y akima Avenue, Suite
200, Y akima, Washington; or

2 by mail to P.O. Box 2164, Spokane WA 99210-2164 or E. 402 Y akima Avenue,
Suite 200, Y akima, Washington 98901;

3 by electronic transmission in accordance with Fhe-General-Order—of-the-Court

4 for documents other than initial petitions for relief or complaints for adversary
proceedings, by delivery to a deputy clerk in open court while the Court is in
session.

(b) Return of Conformed Copies

A party filing a paper document desiring a conformed copy shall provide such copy along with
the document to be filed. If the party desires that the conformed copy be returned by mail, that
party must also provide along with the document to be filed a pre-addressed and stamped
envelope.

(© Timeof Filing

The time of filing of a document is the local time when the document is received by the court
either conventionally or electronicaly.

L BR 5005-1
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Related Provisions

FRBP 5005 Filing efPapers and Transmittal of Papers

FRBP 9006 Service-of-Metion Computing and Extending Time

FRBP 9011 Signing of Papers; Representations to the Court; Sanctions,
Verification and Copies of Papers

FRBP 9036 Notice of by Electronic Transmission

LBR 5005-3 Electronic Filing

LBR 9073-1 Hearings

28 USC 152 Appointment of Bankruptcy Judges

L BR 5005-1
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Rule 5005-3

Electronic Filing

(@ Scope of Electronic Filing

Q) The electronic filing of a document constitutes filing of the document for all
purposes, including those of the Federal Rules of Bankruptcy Procedure and Local
Rules.

2 Documents filed in paper will be converted into an electronic format.

(b) Official Record of the Court

The official record of the Court includes all documents filed electronically, filed in paper

and converted to an electronically filed format, filed in paper and not converted to

electronic format and text-only entries. Text-only entries are text contained in the docket
entry and for which there is no separate electronically recorded image.
(© Mandatory Electronic Filing

Q) All attorneys, including but not limited to examiners, trustees, Office of the United
Sates Trustee, Office of the United Sates Attorney and any other entity as the clerk
deems appropriate are required to file documents electronically.

2 Attorneys shall be admitted to practice in the United States District Court for the
Eastern District of Washington before an electronic filing registration will be
accepted.

(d) Exception to File Documents Electronically

Q) Pro se debtors, non-attorney entities that have filed fewer than 12 documents during
the most recent 12 month period and entities that have been granted a waiver from
filing electronically are excepted from filing a document electronically.

2 Documents filed under seal shall be in accordance with LBR 9018-1.

(e Waiver of Requirement to File Documents Electronically

Q) Any entity that is required to file documents electronically may request a waiver of
that requirement by submitting a Request for Waiver From Electronic Filing on the
prescribed form.

2 A separate waiver must be filed for each case or adversary proceeding for which a
waiver isdesired.

L BR 5005-3
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3 Any entity that is required to file documents electronically and that has not been
granted a waiver or has an unresolved waiver request pending that files a document
non-electronically is subject to sanctions as may be imposed by the Court or to
having the document stricken unless, after notification, the document is promptly re-
filed electronically or a waiver is requested.

® Signatures

Q) All pleadings and other documents requiring signatures filed electronically shall
either contain a scanned image of any signature(s) therein or,

(A) indicatethe signature by putting “/s/ Jane Do€” on the signature line, or
(B) affixing an electronically produced signature to the document.
2 Documents Sgned under Penalty of Perjury or Under Oath

(A)  Wherea scanned image of a signature conventionally signed under penalty of
perjury is not displayed on the document electronically filed, the filing party
shall file with the Court as a separate document a statement that the
signature was witnessed and by whom.

(B)  Thefiling party shall retain the document containing the written signature, or
a copy made in the ordinary course of business as described in 28 USC §
1732, for a period of not less than five (5) years, the maximum allowable time
to complete any appellate process, or the case or adversary proceeding is
closed, whichever is later, and shall produce the document upon order of the
Court, or a copy made in the regular course of business as described above.

3 The electronic filing of a document shall constitute the signature of that party for all
purposes for which a signatureis required in connection with proceedings before the
Court, including FRBP 9011. Where an electronically produced signature is used,
the electronically produced signature is the signature for all purposes, including
orders of the Court.

Where a document is filed electronically that was initially signed conventionally, the
submission of that document constitutes a signature and will have the same force and
effect as a written signature for all purposes, including FRBP 9011.

The signature on a document filed in paper when converted to an electronic format
by the Court, will likewise constitute a signature and will have the same force and
effect as a written signature for all purposes, including FRBP 9011.

L BR 5005-3
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(9 Court Retention of Records
Where a document filed in paper is converted to an electronic format by the Court, the
document will be retained only so long as required to ensure that the information has been
transferred to the Court’ s database.

(h) Technical Failures

Appropriate relief under FRBP 9006 may be sought from the Court where an electronic
filing is made untimely as the result of a technical failure of the Court.

() CasesFiled in Error

If a case is filed in error, or in duplicate, the filing party shall notify the clerk’s office
immediately.

Related Provisions

FRBP 5005 Filing and Transmittal of Papers

FRBP 9006 Computing and Extending Time

LBR 5005-1 Filing Requirements

LBR9018-1 Secret, Confidential, Scandalous, or Defamatory Matter

28USC 1732 Record made in regular course of business; photographic copies

Administrative Procedures for Filing and Verifying Documents by
Electronic Means

L BR 5005-3
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Rule 9004-1
Documents - Requirements of Form
@ General Requirements of Form

Q) All documents presented for filing shall be prepared letter size (8 12" x 11").  Without
prior approval of the Court, all attachments shall also be no larger than 8 12" x 11".

(2 All documents presented for filing shall be single sided. Documents submitted in
paper format containing two or more pages shall be stapled at the top left corner,
however, separate documents shall not be stapled together.

3 All documents or papers submitted must be of good quality on which line numbers
appear at the left margin. The material thereon shall be typed, printed or prepared by a
clearly legible duplicating process and shall be double-spaced. Quoted material may
be single spaced, however footnotes shall be double-spaced. All typed and printed
matter must appear in either a proportionately spaced typeface of 14 points or more, or
a monospaced typeface of no more than 10.5 characters per inch may be used in a
brief. A proportionately spaced typeface has characters with different widths. A
monospaced typeface has characters with the same advanced width. Text shall be in
roman (upright letters), non-script type. No pleading, document, or brief may have an
average of more than 280 words per page, including footnotes and quotations. The
word count does not include addenda containing statutes, rules, regulations, etc.

4 On the first page of each pleading or similar document the title of the Court shall
appear on or below the fifth line. All pleadings shall be signed as required by FRBP
5005(a)(2) and 9011. Names shall be typed underneath all signature lines.

) In the space to theright of the center of the first page, opposite the caption of the case,
there shall be placed:

(A)  the case number and in the case of an adversary proceeding, the related case
number above the adversary proceeding number;

(B)  thenature of the document, such as complaint, answer, motion, order, affidavit
and so forth;

(C)  thename and status of the party on whose behalf the document isfiled;

(D)  the words "Demand for Jury Tria" or its equivalent when a party demands a
jury.

L BR 9004-1
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(6) Thefirst page of every pleading or other document (except instructions) shall contain
the name, mailing address and telephone number of the attorney or firm submitting the
document on the left side above line five.

) At theleft side of the bottom of each document (other than instructions) an abbreviated
name of the document should be repeated, followed by the page number.

(8 All appendices to pleadings shall be paginated progressively, but shall, following the
number on the page, show also the appendix number which may be alphabetical,
numerical or a combination thereof.

9 Proposed orders granting a motion or application shall be submitted separately in
accordance with LBR 9013-1.

(b) Prescribed Forms Excepted

Except as to sub-paragraph (a)(2) above, this rule shall not apply where a prescribed form is
used.

(c) Electronically Filed Documents
Documents filed electronically shall be in accordance with L BR 5005-3 standards-adepted-by

the-court-for-the-electronicfiling-of-docurments and administrative procedures established by
the Clerk of Court.

L BR 9004-1
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Related Provisions

FRBP 7010 Form of Pleadings

FRBP 9004 General Requirements of Form

FRBP 9011 Signing ane\erifieation of Papers, Representationsto the Court; Sanctions;
Verification and Copies of Papers

FRBP 9021 Entry of Judgment

LBR 5005-3 Electronic Filing

LBR 9009 -1 Forms

EBR9015-1— JuryFriat

L BR 9004-1
JUNE-1-2007 AUGUST 1, 2010



Rule 9073-1

Hearings

@ Requestsfor Hearing

A request for a hearing is made to the Clerk and should be made electronically by accessing
the Court’s website where possible, but may also be by telephone, in writing or in person.
The requesting party shall provide to the Clerk the following information:

Q) | dentification of the case or adversary proceeding by name and number;

2 The names of all parties, the name, address and telephone number of their
attorneys and that of any unrepresented party; and

3 A brief statement as to the nature of the hearing, estimated time required, the
number of witnesses, if any, and preference as to a telephonic or courtroom hearing;
and if the hearing is precipitated by notice and hearing;

(i) the date the notice was sent,

(i)  astatement asto whether or not objections were made, and

(iii)  astatement asto whether or not the time for objections has expired.

(b) Notice of Hearing

(1)  Assoon as possible after obtaining information concerning the scheduling of
a hearing, but in no event later than seven (7) days prior to the hearing, the
requesting party shall serve notice of the hearing on all parties to the hearing, as well
as any party that has specifically requested notice of al hearings.

2 The notice of hearing shall include the date and time set, and whether the
hearing will be by telephone or in court. If the hearing is by telephone, the “meet
me” telephone number shall be given in the notice.

(©)) The party giving such notice shall promptly file an affidavit or statement
under penalty of perjury of service that specifies when and to whom notice was
served along with a copy of the notice, unless electronically linked.

(© Confirmation of Hearings

The party requesting a hearing may be required to confirm with the appropriate chambers
that the matter will be heard if so advised by the Court. Failure to confirm when so required
may result in the striking of the hearing.

(d)  Termsfor Failureto Appear at Hearing

LBR 9073-1
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The Court may impose terms against a party who fails to appear at a hearing when so
required.

(e Filing of Documentsto be Considered at Hearings

Q) Except as provided in LBR 4001-2, an application or motion, supporting
affidavits or statements under penalty of perjury shall be served and filed no later
than seven (7) days prior to the hearing on an application or motion. An opposing
party shall serve and file any objections, counter-affidavits or statements under
penalty of perjury or other responding documents no later than three (3) days prior to
the hearing on the application or motion.

(2 A document intended to be considered by the Court in connection with a
scheduled hearlng shaII be served and f|Ied in accordance with subparagraph Q)

Related Provisions

FRBP 9006 Service of Motion

LBR 2002-1 Notice to Creditors and Other I nterested Parties
LBR 4001-2 Cash Collaterd

LBR 5005-1 Filing Papers & Requirements

28 USC 152 Places of Holding Court

LBR 9073-1
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